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What happe

nlike many offices, The Metropolitan Museum of Art
is closed on Mondays. But that doesn’t mean it’s
closed to the people who work here—just to
the pubilic. If you pass by the Museum on a Monday, you
may wonder what is going on in the building when no ety seve
visitors are allowed inside. Here’s what different staff “.1‘: L
members had to say about what they do when the building
is closed to the public.

onday is the biggest cleaning day for us,

because there’s nobody in the galleries.
We do weekly tasks, such as cleaning the front
steps. We use a power sprayer—like you’d find
in a car wash—that’s portable. It uses water
sprayed at high pressure. It takes four people
to clean the steps—we can do about half the
steps in a day. It takes a long time because
there’s a lot of stuff like gum and spilled drinks.
It takes us two days to clean the marble floor in the
Temple of Dendur in the Egyptian Galleries, using big automatic
scrubbers. We have to clean the Astor Court in the Chinese Galleries
during the day, because we use rigs—they’re about thirty feet high,
and require two men and someone
to supervise them.

We also get ready for exhibition
openings on Mondays by doing a
thorough cleaning. We shampoo
the carpets and dust and vacuum
the baseboards. Sometimes we
have worked until 4 AM to get the
restaurant carpets cleaned. We have
about eighty-one people who work
in this area.

One time we had to clean
around some fashion models who
were doing a shoot outside.
Everyone wanted to make sure
that area was clean!

Sculpture being lifted by crane onto the
Roof Garden.



Chris Giftos arranging the flowers in the Great Hall.



