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If you would like to know some behind-the-scenes facts
about The Metropolitan Museum of Art read on...
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Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze, 1816-186
Washington Crossing the Delaware
Oil on canvas; 149 x 255 in. (378.5 X
Gift of John S. Kennedy, 1897, 97.3

Approximately twenty five
hundred people work in the
Museum. Nine hundred and thirty

eight of them are volunteers.

We asked some kids for the main reasons they
think people visit the Museum. Here are the
top ten reasons that were given:

1. To see the TEMPLE OF DENDUR.

2. To see the BEAUTIFUL THINGS that are there.
3. To see the GIFT SHOP and to get stuff.
4

. To see an EXHIBIT advertised on one of the
three flags (banners) outside the Museum.

5. To have FUN.

6. Because people are interested in HISTORY and
art of DIFFERENT CULTURES and COUNTRIES.

_To SEE THINGS WE HAVE NEVER SEEN and to
find out about places we will never get to visit.

. To find out what happened to old ANCIENT
GREEK people.

. To learn about DINOSAURS.
. They MAKE YOU GO there.

The lowdown: This Museum does not have dinosaurs.
It does have fossils on some of the works of art made
of stone, and there are even fossiles embedded in the
floor in the Medieval Sculpture Hall.
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Who had more A Practically all of them. We get the most visitors from England,
visitors last year, Canada, Germany, Brazil, France, Australia, and the
the Metropolitan Museum ?XJZQ‘[ Netherlands.
of Art or the New York -
Mets baseball team?

& Aren’t most people who visit the Met pretty old?

A The Metropolitan Museum

of Art had 5.4 million visitors last year, more than the A The average age of adult visitors is around 35 to 40, probably
Mets and the Yankees combined. And remember, the Yankees around the age of many of your parents. Ask them if they’re
won the World Series. pretty old. Also, hundreds of thousands of kids visit the Museum

every year.

& How long do people stay when they visit?

Yes. Sixty eight percent of visitors, or 3.67 million people,
come from outside New York City. A The average stay is around 2 to 2.5 hours, although some

On March 2, 1999, people stay for more than four hours at a time. It seems
What foreign countries do visitors come the Museum debuted  that the farther away from the Museum people live, the longer
from? its new adMISSION  their stay. Local people are more likely to stay for a shorter
buttonfor the period of time and come back again another day.
millenium. It comes

& Do a lot of people visit from outside the city?
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70.1 LEVAR BURTON: For me and my family, a trip to New York is
Just not complete without a visit to the Met. It’s the best
museum on the planet!

Le\_/ar Burton is the host and co-executive producer of the PBS
series Reading Rainbow.



