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Timeline

B.C. A.D.

ca. 2600–1900 B.C. Indus Valley/ Harappan civilization

ca. 1900–1500 B.C. Breakdown of the integrated culture of the
Indus Valley region into small, localized groups

ca. 1500–900 B.C. People of the Indo-European language family, 
commonly referred to as Aryans, migrate from
the northwest into South Asia 

ca. 1500 onward Vedas and Upanishads composed

6th century B.C. Vardhamana (Mahavira), founder of Jainism

Siddhartha, the historical Buddha,
founder of Buddhism

ca. 322 B.C.   500 A.D. Early large centralized kingdoms and empires

ca. 323–185 B.C. Mauryan kingdom rules a large part of India:
Emperor Ashoka (r. 272–231 B.C.) converts 
to Buddhism

ca. 2nd–1st century B.C. Shunga dynasty controls northeast India

4th century B.C. Buddhism and Hinduism arrive in Nepal

1st century A.D. Buddhism begins to spread to China along 
trade routes between Europe and China 

Indian civilization begins to spread along 
maritime trade routes to Southeast Asia

Early Buddhist monasteries and sculpture in 
Hellenistic Gandhara and Indian Mathura

2nd century B.C. 3rd century A.D. Kingdom of the Kushans 
controls most of northern India

Ikshvaku and Satavahana dynasties 
rule the south and Deccan 
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A.D.

ca. 321–500 A.D. Gupta dynasty rules northern India

The classic image of the Buddha created, 
the form of the Hindu temple developed

6th century A.D. Buddhism spreads to Korea and Japan

7th century A.D. Buddhism arrives in Tibet

4th–9th century A.D. Rise of Southeast Asian kingdoms on mainland, 
in Java and Sumatra, and on the Thai peninsula

ca. 700–1200 A.D. Medieval period in India: Pala and 
Sena kingdoms in northeast

9th–13th century A.D. Khmer kingdom in Cambodia

880–1279 A.D. Chola dynasty in South India

late 12th century A.D. Buddhism in decline in South Asia

Muslim invaders come from the northwest

ca. 1200–1500 A.D. Delhi Sultanate in India

1498 A.D. Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama 
makes landfall on west coast of India; 
opens India to European trade

1526–1857 A.D. Mughal Empire, which declines 
in power early 18th century

ca. 1500–1850 A.D. Hindu Rajput kingdoms in northwest India

1600 A.D. British East India Company 
establishes trading post

1856–1947 A.D. British rule all of subcontinent

1947 A.D. Independence; subcontinent is divided along 
religious lines into India and Pakistan

1971 A.D. Formation of Bangladesh 
as separate Muslim nation


