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The Arts of the Venetian Carnevale
with Adriana Rizzo, Associate Research Scientist,
Department of Scientific Research
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The Arts of the Venetian Carnevale
Dear Members and Friends of The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
I am delighted to invite you to join me in my native Venice to explore the history of the
pre-Lenten festival of Carnevale, celebrated by Venetian society throughout the centuries.
I look forward to accompanying you on a personalized Grand Tour of the city’s most remarkable
places, and to sharing with you all that is Venetian and Carnevale, from traditional arts and
crafts to architecture and music.
Learn about the art and history of costume at a famous atelier and on a special visit to the
Palazzo Mocenigo textile museum. Discover, or even re-discover the iconic sights of Venice—
including Basilica di San Marco, La Fenice opera house, the Museo Correr, Biblioteca Nazionale
Marciana, Palazzo Ducale and i Piombi (with Casanova’s prison cell) and Ca’ Rezzonico—and
take a private walking tour in the company of a Codega (a traditional costumed character
whose history dates from the 15th century).
Opportunities to immerse yourself in the Venetian culture will be plentiful, as we explore the
city, participate in Carnevale-related activities, and savor traditional cicheti (small bites/dishes)
and Carnevale treats at the most authentic places. We will also have the option to attend an
opulent masked ball, a traditional part of Carnevale celebrations, evocative of the splendor
of 18th-century Venice. Accommodations for five nights are at the legendary Hotel Danieli,
overlooking the Venetian Lagoon, and itself a historically favorite residence to illustrious
aristocrats who traveled to Venice as part of their Grand Tour.
I hope to see you at Carnevale!
Sincerely,
Adriana Rizzo
Associate Research Scientist, Department of Scientific Research
The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Traveling with You
Adriana Rizzo
A Research Scientist in the Department of
Scientific Research at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art since 2004, Adriana Rizzo
is expert in the materials of paintings and
decorative arts, including historic interiors,
sculpture, furniture, and works of art from
different periods and cultures. Adriana is a
native of Venice and holds an M.S. degree
in Industrial Chemistry from the University
of Venice and a Postgraduate Diploma in
the Conservation of Easel Paintings from
the Courtauld Institute of Art in London.
Through her education and work she
combines her passion for chemistry and art,
which she developed while growing up in
Venice, surrounded by the art and architecture
of the greatest masters.
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Trip Highlights
—

Visit the iconic sights of Venice including La Fenice opera house, Basilica
di San Marco and Bilblioteca Marciana during the days leading up to Carnevale

—

Learn about the art and traditions of Carnevale, including making Carnevale costumes
and Venetian masks, some of which have been in the same family for generations. Visit
a local atelier and the Palazzo Mocenigo textile museum; and decorate your own
papier–mâché mask

—

Enjoy lunch at the Hotel Monaco, once a famous ridotto (private gambling den)
frequented by Casanova

—

Take a private walking tour with a Codega

—

Attend the official “Flight of the Dove” Carnevale opening ceremony

—

Spend an evening at an elegant masked ball (optional) to experience the
atmosphere of a refined, festive, and authentic Venice

The horses of Basilica di San Marco
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Photos clockwise from top right: gondolier; La Fenice; quiet Venetian canal; view from Piazza di San Marco; detail of
the Torre dell’Orologio (clock tower), Piazza di San Marco; Carnevale revelers, photo by Ellen Renstrom. Front cover:
elegantly costumed reveler. Back cover: Gustavus Hamilton (1710-1746), Second Viscount Boyne, in Masquerade
Costume, by Rosalba Carriera (Italian, Venice 1673-1757 Venice). 1730-31. Pastel on paper, laid down on canvas.
Purchase, George Delacorte Fund Gift, in memory of George T. Delacorte Jr., and Gwynne Andrews, Victor Wilbour
Memorial, and Marquand Funds, 2002. (2002.22) (top), and Grand Canal at twilight (bottom).
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The Arts of the Venetian Carnevale
January 30–February 5, 2018
U.S. Departure

Tuesday, January 30
Depart on an overnight flight to Venice.

Venice

Thursday, February 1
Attend a morning lecture before a walk to
Museo Correr, the museum of the city, whose
displays vary from important paintings to
objets and costumes. Then see Biblioteca
Nazionale Marciana, the Republic’s state
library, featuring ceilings by Veronese and
changing exhibitions drawn from their vast
collection. Enjoy lunch at Hotel Monaco, a
famous former ridotto much frequented by
Casanova. On a private afternoon walking
tour a Codega will introduce us to more of
La Serenissima’s storied past. This evening,
depart for a concert at Chiesa di Santa Maria
della Pieta, whose ceilings are frescoed by
Tiepolo and where Vivaldi taught throughout
his career. Dinner is at leisure.
B, L

Venice

Friday, February 2
Today begins with a private visit to the
impressive costume and textile collection
at the Palazzo Mocenigo. In 1945, this
17th-century palazzo became a museum,
gathering the textiles from the Correr,
Guggenheim, and Cini collections.
Continue to the Ca’ Rezzonico, which
houses the city’s museum of 18th-century
decorative arts. View the collection of
furnishings and art treasures showcasing
the patrician splendor of Venetian family
palaces. After lunch, learn the history of
the Carnevale masks, one of the most
important Carnevale costume traditions.
Some masks have been in the same family
for generations; today you will have an
opportunity to decorate your own papiermaché mask. The evening is at leisure. B, L

Venice

Mosaic, Basilica San Marco

Venice, Italy

Wednesday, January 31
Arrive in Venice in the late morning and
transfer to the Hotel Danieli, a 14th-century
former Doge’s palace. Lunch is at leisure. In
the afternoon, a walking tour includes a visit
to Basilica di San Marco, with its magnificent
mosaic ceilings. Continue to the Basilica of
San Giovanni e Paolo to see funeral monuments of the Doges and frescoes by Bellini
and Veronese. Then arrive at one of the famous
Venetian costume ateliers for a guided
visit to learn about the art and traditions of
making costumes—for not only Carnevale
but movies, theater, and important cultural
events. Rental arrangements can be made
for those planning to attend a Carnevale
ball later in the week. Gather at the hotel
this evening for remarks by Adriana Rizzo,
followed by a welcome dinner.
D

Carnevale revelers, by Gloria De Luca

Saturday, February 3
Depart on an early morning stroll through
Piazza di San Marco to admire the elaborate
Carnevale costumes and masks worn by
local Venetians and visitors from all over
the world. Later a private tour of the famed
opera house La Fenice is planned. Then
discover the Palazzo Ducale, seat of the
Venetian government for centuries. The
palace embodies the splendor of the
Venetian state and is richly adorned with
artistic masterpieces by Titian, Veronese,
and Tintoretto. Our palace visit concludes
at i Piombi where Casanova was held. The
remainder of the day is at leisure to
independently join in the festivities. For
those who wish to attend a masked ball
this evening, arrangements can be made
(at an additional cost).
B
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More Travels with The Met
Japan: Ancient Traditions, Modern Art & Architecture October 13-24, 2017
The Great Châteaux & Vineyards of Bordeaux Aboard AmaDolce
October 27–November 10, 2017
Siam to Singapore Aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express January 20–31, 2018
Cuba by Sea Aboard Variety Voyager January 25–February 2, 2018
For details please go to metmuseum.org/travel
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Accommodations
Synonymous with the splendor of Venice, the palatial Danieli is one of the most famous
hotels in the world and just steps away from the Piazza San Marco and the Bridge of Sighs.
Its remarkable history begins in the 14th century, when the hotel’s main building—the
Palazzo Dandolo—was commissioned by the noble Venetian Dandolo family. Opened as a
luxury hotel in 1824, the Danieli’s guests have included Goethe, Wagner, Dickens, Byron,
and George Sand. Amenities at the hotel include a delightful rooftop restaurant with views
of the lagoon, a Mediterranean bistro, two bars, and a Venetian mask shop.

Hotel Danieli entrance (left) and rooftop restaurant (right)

Hotel Danieli lobby

Venice

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Sunday, February 4
Following a morning lecture, depart for
Palazzo Querini Stampalia for a guided tour
of this cultural complex, focusing on artwork
depicting the colorful atmosphere of
Carnevale. At noon, the “Flight of the Dove”
ceremony officially opens Carnevale. Those
who wish may prearrange reserved seats for
better viewing. Gather this evening for our
farewell dinner.
B, D

Program Rate

Venice/U.S. Return

Monday, February 5
Transfer to the airport for the flight home.

B

The itinerary is subject to change at the discretion
of The Metropolitan Museum of Art and
Arrangements Abroad. For complete details,
please carefully read the terms and conditions
at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms.

$6,999 (per person, double occupancy)
$799 single supplement

Rate Includes
—

Five nights accommodations at the Hotel Danieli

—

Meals as indicated in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner).
Bottled water and coffee/tea with all meals, thoughtfully selected wines
to complement lunches and dinners

—

Airport/hotel/airport group transfers for all participants on suggested flights

—

Enrichment program of lectures and talks

—

Escorted sightseeing, transportation, and entrance fees for all included visits

—

Gratuities to local guides and drivers; taxes, service charges, and porterage

Not included in rate
International airfare; passport fees; alcoholic beverages other than wine at lunches and dinners; meals not specified;
personal items and expenses; airport transfers for those not on suggested flights; baggage in excess of one suitcase;
trip insurance; any other items not specifically mentioned as included.

The Arts of the Venetian Carnevale
January 30–February 5, 2018

Accommodations

To secure your reservation, please call Academic Arrangements Abroad at 844-TRVLMET
(844-878-5638); or complete this form and return it with your deposit of $1,000 per person
(of which $500 is non-refundable for administrative fees), to be paid by debit card, credit
card, wire transfer, or check payable to Academic Arrangements Abroad, 1040 Avenue of the
Americas, 23rd floor, New York, NY 10018-3721.

I wish to share a room with 			

Name(s) in full as on passport(s). Please print.

Hotel room preference  One bed

 Two beds

 Single

Form of Payment
 Enclosed is my check (payable to Academic Arrangements Abroad)  Debit card  Credit card

Name on debit/credit card

Debit/credit card number

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

		
3- or 4-digit security code
Expiration date
Address

			
City
State
Zip

Each participant must sign below. I/We have read, understand and agree to the Terms & Conditions
at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms and detailed in forthcoming program documents. I/We
agree to full payment 120 days prior to departure.

		
Telephone (home)
(business)

		
Signature (required)
Date

		
Fax
Email

		
Signature (required)
Date

For additional information, please call 844-TRVLMET (844-878-5638)
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