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Sometimes we
have to move
works of art
or even close
galleries to
prepare for
exhibitions.
When in
doubt, ask

a guard for
help!

Explore costume and fashion in the European
Paintings and 19th- and Early 20th-Century galleries.
Choose your own fashion looks as you imagine
wearing the fantastic outfits the artists painted OR

the amazing actual clothes pictured in this guide.
Discover what the clothes tell us about the people
who wore them and the fashions of their times.
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OWa The clothing in this guide is in the Museum’s Costume
Institute collection, which has more than 35,000 costumes and accessories! These
costumes are not on view in the galleries. Over time, light and air change the color
and weaken the threads of the fabric. To protect the clothing, we can only

show them in special displays for a short time.
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GALLERY A bullfighter actually wore this “suit of lights” in a real

il bullfight! Gold thread and rhinestones sewn onto the
81 0 silk suit would have made it sparkle in the light. The
simpler suit in the painting was a costume worn by
You are the toreador, the bullfighter in a the artist’s female friend as she posed for the picture.
world-famous bullfight in Spain. Thousands Notice how she looks straight at you and invites you
of people are expecting an exciting show. A into the scene with her gesture.

raging bull is about to charge into the ring
towards you. For this thrilling event you wear:
° = “Met-libs” Fill in the blanks:
€
mw OR THAT ’ Dressed as the toreador, | feel
(adjective). In this suit | look like a
(noun). As the bull runs towards me |

(verb) and then yell out
" (exclamation)!

"

WHAT IF?

Edouard Manet (French, 1832-1883),
Mademoiselle V... in the Costume of an
Espada, 1862; oil on canvas; H. O.
Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs.
H. 0. Havemeyer, 1929 (29.100.53)

Toreador suit, fourth quarter

19th century; Mexican (probably);
silk, metal, glass; Brooklyn
Museum Costume Collection at
The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Gift of the Brooklyn Museum,
2009; Gift of Adele Simpson, 1945
(2009.300.115a—c)
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You are a finalist in an all-girl dance-a-thon. The Notice the ballerinas’ skirts in the painting. Called
hottest band is about to play your favorite tune. “tutus,” these definitely inspired the designer who
To twirl through the evening you choose to wear: created this black evening number. They all feature

layers of a netlike fabric called tulle [pronounced:
tool]. The wide skirts are flouncy and let your legs
move. In the painting, how many shades of white
and gray can you find on the skirt closest to us?

m Strike the pose of one of the dancers in
the painting!

Edgar Degas (French, 1834-1917),
The Dance Class, 1874; oil on canvas;

You're a toddler taking your first steps
in a lovely garden with your adoring
parents. You're completely happy
except for one annoying detail: your
profective mother and father insist you
wear a hat! You choose:

another fashion gadget:
and then invent your own rig

Peter Paul Rubens (Flemish, 1577-1640),
Rubens, His Wife Helena Fourment (1614—
1673), and Their Son Frans (1633-1678),
mid-late 1630s; oil on wood; Gift of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Wrightsman, in honor of Sir
John Pope-Hennessy, 1981 (1981.238)

Georges Seurat (French, 1859-1891),
Study for “A Sunday on La Grande

Jatte,” 1884; oil on canvas; Bequest of
Sam A. Lewisohn, 1951 (51.112.6)

Walking dress, about 1885;
Charles Frederick Worth (French,
1825-1895); silk, glass; Brooklyn
Museum Costume Collection at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Gift
of the Brooklyn Museum, 2009;
Gift of Mrs. C. M. Andrews, 1951
(2009.300.771a, b)

Cap, first quarter 19th century; American;
leather; silk, 6 1/2 x 7 in. (16.5 x 17.8 cm);
Brooklyn Museum Costume Collection

at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Gift
of the Brooklyn Museum, 2009; Museum
Collection Fund, 1952 (2009.300.1453)
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WHAT IF? ! NUMBER Y GESS WHAT?
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YOUR TURN!
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WHAT IF?

You are traveling with the wildest comedians, dancers,
jugglers and actors. You are telling an entertaining
story about a costumed party. You wear:

This or  THAT

Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo (Italian, 1727-1804),
A Dance in the Country, about 1755; oil on canvas; Gift
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wrightsman, 1980 (1980.67)

Dress, 1765-70; British; silk, metallic; Purchase, Irene
Lewisohn Bequest, 1962 (C.1.62.29.1a, b)

WHAT IF?

GALLERY
NUMBER

GUESS WHAT?

Any of these dresses would help you steal the show!
They have undergarments called panniers (from the
French word for basket), or hoops, that extend the
width of the skirt but keep the front and back flat. If
you were the woman dancing in the middle of this
painting your skirt would be several feet wide! How
would you make your way through the crowd?

YOUR TURN!

Design a mask to match one of the outfits
in the painting.
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